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ou PROTESTANT PERSECUTORS, whether Magiſtrates, Priefts or People, , 
1.4.2... +... this 1s for you to reade. 128 Eo 
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| 0 D Eternal who hath formed us, given us 
_— forth, hath ſaid umto us, Live ; He it is we ſerve, fear andobey : 
. \: Therefore hear and give heed unto what ſhal be here ſaid unto you, 


from us who this'day/ſuffer under your-cruel hands, in your Pri-. 


» 


Known beit unto you, we neither have nor do deſerve ſuch cruel and inhu- 


* ſons and naſty holes-in and aboux this City of London. 


mane uſage at your hands ;- for not any of you can juſtly charge us With evil, . 


--neither have we wronged any man in his Propriety or Eſtare,Whereby the Crea- 

-Tion'4n 2 

” any mans Reputation, or taken his Good-name from him, - but have lived in 

* all Godlineſs and Honeſty, and have. kept a Conſcience void: of offence both 

{  +4n the fight of God and man. Sk: 

' _ Andforaſmuch as we are perſecuted, Impriſoned, and evil-intreated by the 
tHnen of this Generation, who call themſelves Proteſtants,and cover themſelves 


.-* under thatname; to hide their Cruelty; but ic is manifeſt to the World, that 


Perſecutionin Jews, Heathens, Turks, Papiſts and Proteſtants is one and the 
ſame, the Spirit is but one in all which perſecute ; and the Proteſtant that 
baxiſheth, is one'in ſpirit with the Papsſt that burns, and the Papiſt is one with 
the Heathen that ks, and the Heathen is one with the Jew that cr#ciies, and 
_ all one with Cazz that Muriberer, Ard think ye, that we who ate of this 
Nation born Free, as either your ſelves, or your ſeed, muſt be expoſed to 
vaſſalage in Rrange Countries,--and there to languith the reſt of our dayes we 
© have co ſpend, and ſeek our ſuſtenance among rangers ? what, is it becauſe 
there is not graves in England, that we mult undergo your cruel penalty of 
Baniſhmevt > and is ita light thing to lacerate, tear and rend whole Families 


in pieces, Without any pity ſhewn either to. Age or Sex ? the Hus band, from 


Wife, the Wife from Husband, the Children from Parents, and the Pare 
/ from Children, O! pitileſs and mercileſs Generation, was there ever ſuch 
2 thing done in this Nation of England? Search your Records of Perſecution, 


—_ 


and ſee, if a preſident be found in-all of chem for this: And is any thing fo 
blind as Perſecution ? What, to cut off a Limb of - this Nation of England, for 
'nothing elſe but for the ſake of your National Prayer called Common, and be- 
- Cauſe we cannot for conſcience-ſake joyn with you in ir, we muſt be deſtroy- 
I-ed ; Is this the Charity that your National Religion is grounded upon ? and 
Haga you have us joynto that ? Nay, nay,in vain is yourumpofition on Con- 
Icience * And think not to work Conformity by coerfive means;we who ſuffer 
under your Will in your cruel Goals, do in God's Dread and Fear, declare, 


that the True Chriſtians never uſed any other force,but Perſwaſion; and we do _ 


Further declare, that whoſoever they are, though they be called or bear the 
name, Chriſtians, whether a Man, a People,or a Nation, and g6 about to com- 
pel Conſcience in matters of Region, they are Antichriſt, and out of Chiiſt's, 
the Apoſtles and True Chriſtians Order and Prattice;*fortheir Force was Per- 
ſwaſion, and no other. | oo ; | 

And as to you who are "Miniſters of that heterogeneal. and unnatural Law, 
{ately made, andputiin Execugen againſt us, we ſay, anddeclare in God's 
Fear, well would it be with you 1n this thing, Tf 'moderatiofi bortf im words and 
aRions did attend your work in hand ; and not to lay a heavier load of Suffer= 


ings upon the Innocent than che ſeverity of the Law inflits : Bucbehold the 


Barbaticies and inhumane Cruelties, and unparallel'd 
Actions of * one who is a Chief Miniſter of our ſad af- 
fliictions at our Meeting at the Bullard Moxth, what 
pulling off the hair!-what ſmiting on the face, kicking 
and ſpurning with his feet dn the legs and body, an 
| pinching on the arms, beſtdes the many ſcurilous words, 
Blaſpheming God's Holy Trath in irronical and ſcoffing terms, do the In- 


* Richard Brown's car- 
Triage towards the Peo- 
ple called Quakers, at 
the Bull and Mouth. 


nocent People, called Qxakers, ſuffer by his bloody hands, both Men, Wo-- 


men and Children, to the amaz2ment of the Sp2Qators ! and ſome of the Ma- 


giltrates have themſelves cried out upon his Cruelty : And let all moderate- 


People judge of this mans actions, . and whether he be not more fic to miniſter 


Conformity to Dogs than men ? and whether ſuch Miniſters of -Juſtice make-- 
not a Government by ſuch/ations, loathſome and abominable to Wiſe Men,- 


and a ſcorn to Fools, 1 leave to all that are wiſe in heart to judge > 
And'that our Neighbours amongſt whom we live ahd have commerce, muſt 
be compelled on pain of Impriſonment, to take us by the throat for our Con- 
ſcience to God, 
to be lamented of all (in whom the Fear of -God, avd the Sence of his Living 
Power is not quite extin&)that a Generation of men who 
+ Their Miraculous never received a greater + Mercy, even from Adam to 
Reftauration. this day, as, many of themſelves have confeſſed, ſhould 


thusrequite and retaliate God, infinit for his love in that | 


[thing : Itis the very grief of our ſouls to ſee things thus run retrograde, but 
[We have no helper on Earth, and God Eternal, who.beholds our unjuſt ſuffer- 
ange, is our Judge, whom we love, fear and obey; and we do appeal to him 


breath, and brought us 


kind hath ſuffered detriment or loſs; \neitherhave we impaired - 


nowing noevil atallbyus : n—_— this is deplorable,and. 
e 


| | 


| they maybe permitted to heat the Furnace yet' ſeven times hotter. 


. I muſt go ou my way untothe Cuty, for t 


td ene So att ; —— l —— 
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forJuRice, knowing right well our Perſecutors do,neicher:can do any thing but - 
by his permiſſion, and they have no power over us, except it be given them | 
and our-Integiity in God we hold faſt, and we are aſſured our patience in him, 

ſhall out-live,andbring to an end all the-Cruelties of men whatſoever, though - 


And you that ate the primwme Mobile, or the firſt Cauſe of this cruel Perſe. * 
cution, Who fiir up and whert on the Magiſtrate to accomplith your intended : 
parpoſes, and to fulfil your malicious wills, when we certainly and infaliibly. 
know they would not intermeddle in ſuch matters, molt of them having no. 
inclination thereunto, unleſs fpurred 6n and Rirred up by your ſelves, hear 
and give good heed unto this Parable : In « ſtrange Land there was a high way 
which led from a City, and in that way was ſeen two | men tra- © ; 
velling, and after them followed great numbers of people of all *F The Prieſt and} 
forts 3 and 1n travelling on, theſe two Companions met a certun Magittrate, 
poor Travellor, who was journying towards that City, and oneof ; 
them ſaid unto him, Whither art thou travelling ? the poor man anſwered, linto the 
City. T hen he ſaid unto him, T hou muſt go ras. f-Burs with. The poor mar. ſaid, 
e is my Habttation and my Reft ; and. [ 
heve come very far, and have paſſed through very many Difficulties, Dangers, and 
Perils both of Waters and wilde Beaſts ; and now being come within fight of my 
City of Reſt, I never intend to go back, again, Then ſaid he that ſpake unts 
him, If thou wilt not go back, again with us 1n our way, thou muſt go no fur- 
ther on in thy way, but rather than go forward towards the City, thou ſhalt; 
die-: and then he ſpaks to his Companion to ſlay the pow man, which at fiſt he 
refaſed, and ſaid, I know no evil by bins, Bat ſaid the other, If thou deft » or, Ido; 
and I ſhould not have acked of thee to have done it, but I am a man devoted to hoty 
Service, therefore 1 may net imbrew and ſtain my hands in blood, but I deſire thee 
fo doit, and I will bear thee out init : Sowuh ſome intreaties, and many threat- 
nings he canſed his Companion to ſlay the poor Travellor, and would not ſuffer him to 
go tobu City of Reſt : and then be took, his Body and hid it, leſt thems that were tra- 
velling after ſhomld ſee it, and ſo enquire thereaſon, Now he that can reade, let 
him reade : And know you this,O you Prieſts, yow above all men upon the 


face of the Earth, have little cauſe to flir up Perſecution againſt us, knowing 


how and in what manner we formerly ſuffered, even in the day of your Proba- 
tion ; and who were moſt faithful to their Principle then, let God, Angels and 
men judge ; for we hold forth the ſame Truth now as then, and then as now ; 
But bath it been ſo with you ? let God's juſt Witneſs in you ſpeak and 
anſwer. And would you have us conform unto that as Truth, your ſelves durſt 
not publickly own in that day ? And know you this, that fince your Reſtoring! 
amoneſt the many thouſands who have been impriſoned in and about this City, 
didever your Charity lead to our Priſons, to viſit or endeavour to convince 


"us of that, behind our backs, you call Errour > What do you think, will not the 


Jeſuites and Fryars in Queen Mary,s dayes riſe up in Judgment againſt you, 
and condemn you ? For, as it ſtands upon Record, they did often vifit' them. 
(they falſly called Hereticks) and uſed many endeavours to reclaim them, and 
to ſave their lives; thougn God's Truth were of more value unto them, than 
all their proffers of Life, Liberty, and Preferment ; and choſe rather to ſeal 
their Teſtimonies with their Blood, than todeny the Truth of God, manife(t- 


' ed intheir Hearts and Conſciences : but ydu, as the Generations of old, do 


cautifie their Tombs, and garniſh theic Sepulchers, by your often repeating 
their Memorials, and cry out, Proteſtant Martyrs, Proteſtant Martyrs! We 
ſay, it's true, they were ſo, and we are the very Off-ſpring of that Seed : Bur 
what will it avail you, when by your practice you are found Proteſtant Perſecu- 
tors ? and indeed let no man admire why no more Charity appears amongſt 


you, for this we have learned in God's Wiſdom, thatthe Hawk and Dove fly- 
eth not in company together ; neither doth the Wolf and Sheep paſture toge- 


.ther in one place. 


And as for us the Innocent People of God, called Quakers, who deeply ſuffer 
for our Conſciences to God, and chiefly by your means, we ſay, The Will of 
God be done ; and though we be encloſed within your Priſon walls, yerthe Pre- 


ſence of our God is with us, and amongſt us, whereby-our very Lives and 


Souls are refreſhed in him, and one in anether ; and in the true {ence of that, 
we have bowels of compaſlion for our Enemies, yea the very crueleRt of them z- 
and for ſuch as.are ignorant in what they do, -our very ſouls mourn, pittie, 
and pray for them: and for thoſe who know what they: do, and manifeſtly 
fin againſt the Light of God in their Conſciences, as we believe even very 


- many<do in this thing, yet we have no evil towards them, neither in word, 


thought or ation, but leave them to the Lord who judgeth righteouſly. _ 


Given forth by « Servant of the Lord, whaſe life is bound up amongi# 
thoſe that bear a Teſtimony for God's Lyoing Trath, by their Suffer- 
ings inthe ſeveral Priſons and Goals in and about London. P 
| | | R:(> 
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